SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
CRIMINAL DIVISION

UNITED STATES
VS.
ISAIAH TROTMAN
PDID: 742-459

INVESTIGATION:

On Wednesday, February 1, 2023, at approximately 0919 hours, members of the
Metropolitan Police Department’s First District responded to the report of a shooting inside of the
Potomac Avenue Metro Station, located at 1400 Potomac Avenue, Southeast. Upon artival,
officers located Robert Cunningham, hereinafter the decedent, an adult male, who was
unconscious and unresponsive, suffering from an apparent gunshot wound inside of the Metro
station. Police also located Victim-2, an adult male, who was conscious and breathing, suffering
from a gunshot wound, and shortly thereafter, Victim-3, an adult male, who was found at another
location, conscious and breathing, suffering from a gunshot wound. DC Fire and EMS personnel
were summoned to the scene and after finding no signs consistent with life, the decedent was

~ pronounced dead at 0928 hours under the authority of Dr. Holman. Victim-2 and Victim-3 were
transported to local hospitals for treatment of non-life-threatening injuries. The decedent remained
on scene until being transported to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner where an autopsy
was performed to determine the cause and manner of death. Deputy Medical Examiner Dr. Sasha
Breland conducted the autopsy and determined the cause of death to be a single gunshot to the
head and ruled the manner of death to be HOMICIDE. Responding First District officers arrived
and were directed to the defendant, later identified as Isaiah Trotman, Black male, DOB: 06-22-
1991, who was located inside of the Metro station. The defendant was wearing a two-tone, hooded
jacket, light-color pants, and gray colored shoes. The defendant was stopped and taken to a local
hospital for medical evaluation.

Members of the Homicide Branch responded to the scene and assumed investigative
responsibility. Detective Braxton was designated as the lcad detective. The on-scene investigation
and review of available video footage revealed that the defendant arrived at the Potomac Avenue
Metro Station by bus. While on the bus, the defendant engaged Victim-1, who was a passenger on
the bus. As Victim-1 exited the bus, the defendant fired multiple rounds striking Victim-1. The
defendant then entered the Metro station where he encountered Victim-2. The defendant produced
a handgun and shot Victim-2, then forced Victim-2 to the train platform. While on the platform,
the defendant accosted a passenger, V-3, and the decedent attempted to intervene. The decedent
attempted to restrain the defendant and the defendant shot him. The defendant then entered an
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occupied train and pointed his handgun at the passengers. While the defendant was seated on the
train with his handgun resting in a seat in close proximity to him, a passenger was able to get
possession of the handgun and disarm him. As the defendant attempted to exit the train station, he
was stopped by the responding officers.

The police investigation revealed that the shooting of the DECEDENT on the Metro
platform was one in a series of offenses committed seemingly by the defendant. Through the
investigation, detectives determined that the defendant was the individual responsible for the
offenses described herein. The following paragraphs detail these offenses in chronological order
and include eyewitness accounts and a cursory review of available CCTV footage. The paragraphs
are meant to establish probable cause and do not detail every witness interview or fact known to
detectives.

L Shooting Assault of Victim-1 Aboard M6 Bus at Potomac Avenue Metro Station

At 38% Street, Southeast and Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast, TROTMAN boarded a
Metro bus servicing the M6 route at 9:07 a.m. traveling westbound on Pennsylvania Avenue,
Southeast towards downtown Washington. Detectives learned that the first individual to be shot-
by TROTMAN was on the M6 bus as it arrived at the Potomac. Avenue Metro Station. This
individual is hereinafter referred to as V-1.

! V-1 was interviewed by detectives after being transported to an area hospital for treatment
of a gunshot wound to the left leg. According to V-1, IT was on traveling on the M6 bus on
Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast and on ITS phone with a family member. When V-1 hung up the
phone, the defendant stated something to the cffect of, “Get off the phone, you heard what I said.”
V-1 said that the defendant then produced a firearm and pointed it at V-1. The defendant then
stated something to the effect of “Look me in the face, I’'m a prophet, you going to die with me
today. The last dude I shot earlier this morning was sitting in the same seat you was in.” (Detectives
later determined that no other shootings had occutred on a Metro bus prior to this interaction).

V-1 said that as the bus approached the Potomac Avenue Metro Station, other people on
the bus began to get up. The defendant stated something to the effect of “Don’t move, you think
I’m playing?” When the doors to the bus opened at the Potomac Avenue Metro Station, V-1 ran
off the bus. At that time, V-1 heard multiple gunshots. V-1 continued to run until he observed
another bus that he believed to be the B-2 bus. V-1 got on the bus, at which time V-1 realized that
IT had been shot. DCFEMS was summoned and V-1 was transported to the hospital.

V-1 described the shooter as being in his 30s, approximately 5°10”, dark complexion, and
that there was something “messed up” with his right eye. V-1 clarified that it appeared as though
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the shooter’s right eye was gray or that his eyes were two different colors. V-1 also stated that the
shooter was wearing a beanie, possibly gray in color. Based on a MPD photo and your affiant’s
personal observation, the defendant’s eyes do not appear to be different colors.

Detectives reviewed CCTV footage from the bus on which V-1 was shot. The CCTV
footage depicted the defendant, who was wearing a two-tone, hooded jacket and light-color pants,
seated in the back of the M-6 bus. [The clothes worn by the defendant was consistent with the
clothes worn by him when he was subsequently stopped by First District officers on the train
platform.] As the bus arrived at the Metro station, the defendant appeared to be speaking to V-1,
who wis also seated in the back of the bus. As the bus doors opened at the Metro station, V-1 got
up from his scat and moved towards the rear exit door of the bus with the defendant following
behind V-1. Before V-1 exited the bus, the defendant is heard on the CCTV footage (which
includes audio) repeatedly saying to V-1, “get your bitch ass off the bus,” or words to that effect.
The defendant then drew a handgun fromi his waistband with his righthand and held it at V-1’s
side. (Photo 1) He then said to V-1 “you ready? You ready?” As the defendant said this, V-1 began
to run off the bus, at which time the defendant pointed the handgun at V-1s legs (Photo 2) and
fired one shot. V-1 ran off the bus and then eastbound on Potomac Avenue, Southeast. The
defendant stepped off the bus and fired a second shot and advanced in the direction that V-1 ran,
firing two additional shots.

A total of four (4) 9mm cartridge casings (CS1-4) were recovered by Department of
Forensic Sciences (DFS) crime scene technicians on the roadway level of the Potomac Avenue
Metro Station. :

Photo 1. Defendant pointing a handgun at V-1
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ng handgun at V-1’s legs

Photo 2. Defendant poinf

I1. Shooting Assault and Kidnapping of Victim-2 on Mezzanine Levelvof the Potomac Avenue
Metro Station

The investigation showed that after shooting V-1, the defendant took the escalator down
and entered the Potomac Avenue Metro Station at approximately 9:19 a.m. While on the
mezzanine level, the defendant still armed with the handgun assaulted a second victim, V-2.

V-2 was interviewed by detectives after being transported to an arca hospital for treatment
of a gunshot wound to the leg. According to V-2, IT was putting money on I'T’s Metro farecard
when the defendant approached V-2 and pressed a firearm up against IT’s leg. V-2 said IT then
heard a gunshot when V-2 was near the turnstiles on the mezzanine level but did not realize that
IT had been shot. V-2 said that the defendant then forced V-2 down the escalator and onto the train
platform.

Detectives reviewed CCTV footage from the mezzanine level of the Potomac Avenue
Metro Station. The defendant approached V-2 who was standing near the turnstiles to enter the
station. The defendant raised his handgun and pointed it at V-2. (Photo 3). He then grabbed V-2
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Photo 3. The defendant pintin the handgun at V-2

by the neck and dragged V-2 towards the turnstiles. As the defendant dragged V-2 towards the
turnstile, he shot V-2 in the leg. Detectives subsequently located a 9mm cartridge casing (CS1-7)
as well as an apparent strike mark on the floor of the mezzanine level where V-2 was shot. The
defendant and V-2 struggled briefly near the turnstile, with the defendant again grabbing V-2
around the neck and attempting to drag V-2 through the turnstile. (Photo 4). V-2 eventually
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Photo 4. Defendant grabbing V-2 and attempting to force through turnstiles

appeared to comply and walked through the turnstile with the defendant behind V-2.- The
defendant while armed with the handgun in his righthand and following closely behind V-2, forced
V-2 down the escalator to the train platform level. (Photo 5 & 6).

in righthand forcing V-2 do the escalator to train
platform

Photo 5. Defendant with firearm
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Photo 6 Defendant Continued Seizure and Assault of V-2 on Train Platform
III._Armed Assault and Seizure of Victim-3 on Train Platform

After having shot and forced V-2 down onto the train platform level of the Potomac Avenue
Metro Station, the defendant turned his attention to a third victim (“V-3") whom he assaulted and
seized at approximately 9:21 a.m.

V-3 was interviewed by detectives on scene. V-3 said that IT was on the platform of the
Metro station and was on the phone with a friend when the defendant approached IT and said
something 1o the effect of “Get the fuck off the phone.” V-3 said IT hung up the phone and told
the defendant that IT was no longer on the phone. The defendant then stated, “I’ll shoot you” and
“I am God.” The defendant then pointed his handgun at V-3’s foot and said, “Don’t fucking bat
your pretty eyelashes at me.”

V-2 told detectives that IT observed the defendant approach V-3 who was on the platform
(V-3) and point the handgun at V-3.

Detectives reviewed CCTV footage from the platform level of the Metro station. While
there is no audio, the defendant is observed interacting with V-3 while brandishing the handgun,
which is still in his right hand.

The events and acts described above occurred primarily in the District of Columbia and
-were committed as described by defendant(s) listed in the case caption.

/sm’( fore me this __ 7th day of __ February 2023
Sl D1-1235 CID Sgt. Austin-Love

Pollc icer Badge District Deputy Clerk




IV. Murder of the Decedent on the Train Platform

Detectives learned that the decedent was already on the platform level of the Potomac
Avenue Metro Station when the defendant forced V-2 down the escalator to the train platform
level. According to V-2, a man wearing a “safety vest” tried to subdue the defendant as he was
pointing his handgun at V-3. The defendant then shot the man with the “safety vest” at close range.

V-3 told detectives that as the defendant pointed the gun at her feet, someone came behind the
defendant and "tackled him”. V-3 heard a gunshot and saw a man lying on the platform.

Detectives located and interviewed a witness, hereinafter referred to as Witness-1. W-1
stated that IT was on the platform at the time the DECEDENT was shot. W-1 said that prior to the
shooting of the decedent, IT and the DECEDENT were preparing to board a train when IT heard
a pop sound. W-1 did not think anything of the pop sound until IT observed a black male walking
down the escalator with his hands around the neck of a white male. W-1 said that I'T didn’t know
where the black male shot the white male but assumed the white male had been shot. W-1 later
described the black male as having an unknown height, slim build, wearing a short coat, and two
pairs of pants, at least one of the pants being black; and holding a black semi-automatic handgun.
Based on investigation, the black male described by W-1 is consistent with the defendant and will
hereinafter be referred to as defendant.

W-1 said the defendant started yelling “I’'m a killer.” W-1 said the defendant then started
talking to several people attempting to get on the train. W-1 said that I'T was attempting to get up
to the station manager kiosk when the defendant walked around to where the decedent was
standing. [According to CCTV footage, V-3 and the decedent were in the same area on the train
platform.] W-1 said that the decedent tried to wrestle the gun away from the defendant when the
defendant shot the decedent.

W-1 said that IT knew the defendant had a gun and was trying not to make eye contact
with him as to avoid confrontation. According to W-1, after having shot the decedent, the
defendant walked by him and stated, “I’m a killer, and this is what I do.” Then, the defendant
stomped the decedent on the chest. W-1 said that a train pulled into the station and the defendant
entered one of the train cars at which time W-1 went upstairs to alert the authorities. W-1 said that
as the defendant was getting on the train defendant grabbed the white male (V-2) and said, “you’re
with me.”

Detectives reviewed CCTV footage from the platform level of the Metro station. From
various angles detectives observed the interaction between the defendant and V-3. As the
defendant faced V-3, the decedent moved behind the defendant. (Photo 7) While the defendant’s
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Defendant

Photo 7. Decedent behind defendant who is holding ictim 3 at gunpoint at approx. 9:22:02 hrs.

attention is focused on V-3, at approximately 9:22 a.m., the decedent grabbed the defendant from
behind, with his right forearm over the defendant’s right shoulder in an apparent choke hold.
(Photo 8) The defendant moved his right hand in which he was holding his handgun towards the
decedent’s head. Although there is no audio, the defendant apparently fired the handgun because
the decedent immediately fell to the ground and was motionless.

Photo 8. The decedent attempted to subdue the defendant

According to the CCTV footage, following the shooting, defendant kicked and/or stomped
the decedent at least three times while he laid motionless on the platform. Then, the defendant
paced around the decedent’s body and on the platform. W-1 is observed in the footage around the
decedent before and after the defendant shot the decedent. W-1 appeared to briefly interact with
the defendant before a silver line train arrived and the defendant moved towards the train. W-1
then quickly ascended the escalator towards the mezzanine level.
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A single 9mm cartridge casing (CS1-12) was located and recovered in the area where the
decedent was found on the platform. in the area where the decedent was found.

V. Kidnapping and Armed Assault of Passengers on Metro Railcar

Several passengers, including V-4, were on the silver line train that the defendant entered
after shooting and kicking/stomping the decedent. V-4 was interviewed by law enforcement. V-
4 stated that IT did not witness the shooting of the decedent. V-4 did observe the defendant kicking
the decedent who was lying on the platform as the silver line train pulled into the Potomac Avenue
Metro station. V-4 said the doors to the train then opened and the defendant entered the train,
holding the gun at his side. V-4 said that at several points, the defendant said, “don’t leave, don’t
run.” V-4 said that at one point, a man tried to get up and leave the rail car, at which time the
defendant said, “where do you think you’re going?” and the man sat back down.

Another man whom V-4 thought was trying to deescalate the situation followed the
defendant onto the train. Based on investigation, the man who followed the defendant and
appeared to deescalate the situation was likely V-2. According to V-4, the defendant began to
pace up and down the train car while ranting, saying things such as “Harriet- Tubman was in the
CIA” and “I am a veteran.” The defendant also said that he was not going to hurt anybody. At
some point, the defendant got up into V-4’s face and asked if V-4 knew who he was.

According to V-4, the defendant eventually sat in a handicap-accessible seat next to the
train car door while V-4 sat in the first non-handicap accessible seat that was adjacent to and
perpendicular to the defendant’s seat. V-4 stated that as the defendant sat down, he placed his -
handgun on the seat next to him with his hand resting on it. V-4 grabbed the gun from the seat
and attempted to run off the train. Before V-4 could make it off the train, the defendant tackled V-
4 to the floor of the train car. As the defendant was on top of V-4, V-4 dropped the gun onto the
floor of the train car and slid the gun further up the train car away from the defendant. V-4 said
that the man that got on the train with the defendant and attempted to deescalate the situation pulled
the defendant of fIT. V-4 got up, retrieved the gun, ran off the train, and hurled the gun across the
platform, over a Metro train that was stopped on the opposite tracks, and onto the opposite track
bed where it was later found by police.

V-4 returned to the train car and retrieved ITS belongings; and exited the train car again.
As V-4 attempted to flee, the defendant again tackled IT. Again, the defendant was pulled from
V-4 and V-4 was able to exit the Metro station.

V-4 described the gunman as a young black male, short haircut in no particular hairstyle,
full beard that was black in color, unkempt, and wearing dark clothing. V-4 estimated the gunman
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was 5°6” or 5°7” and slim build or similar to ITSELF. V-4 further described the gunman as wearing
a winter jacket and did not recall any logo and dark-colored pants, possibly a cargo-type material
and not jeans. V-4 said that the gunman was not wearing a hat.

. - F
Photo 9 The defendant inside rail car 7599

Detectives reviewed CCTV footage from the train platform level of the Metro station, as
well as a short clip of CCTV footage from inside the rail car in which the defendant entered after
shooting the decedent. The defendant entered rail car 7599 in which V-4 and other passengers were
located. According to the CCTV video provided by Metro for car 7599, the defendant entered the
car armed with the handgun in his right hand and sunglasses in his left hand. The defendant pointed
and waved the handgun at passengers aboard the car preventing them from exiting the train. (Photo
9) Additionally, as one passenger attempted to exit the train, the defendant pointed the handgun
within a short distance of the passenger’s face. (Photo 10)
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Photo 10 Defendant pointing the handgun at passnger attempting to exit the train

the handicap-accessible seat next to the entry door of the car. The defendant then put on the
sunglasses he catried onto the train car. Approximately fifteen (15) seconds later, V-4 suddenly
to cxit the train. (Photo 11) The defendant grabbed V-4

grabbed defendant’s
i

handgun

‘ Photo 11. V-4 after grabbing the defendant’s
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defendant grabbed V-4 and tackled V-4 to the floor as the other passengers on the car began to
react to the commotion. As the passengers cleared the train, a black object consistent with a
handgun is seen being slid across the floor of the rail car, underneath the seat where V-4 had been
seated. There appeared to be two or three other passengers who attempted to pull the defendant off
V-4, V-4 broke free, stood up, and reached underneath the seat to regain control of the handgun.
V-4 then ran off the train and threw the handgun across the Metro platform behind the train that
was waiting on the opposite tracks.

V-4 then returned to and entered rail car 7599; and re-emerged shortly thereafter. As V-4~
approached the escalator, the defendant grabbed V-4. V-4 was able to break free from defendant’s
hold with the assistance of another. V-4 and others fled the train and the train platform.

VL. Arrest and Identification of Defendant

The defendant jumped to the train tracks where V-4 had thrown the handgun and appeared
to be searching for it. The defendant jumped back onto the platform, briefly paced about, and
began walking towards the escalators. As MPD officers arrived on the scene, the officers located
the defendant and immediately stopped him. (Photo 12) Throughout the offenses, the defendant
was observed on CCTV wearing a two-tone jacket, which appears to be black at the top and gray
on the bottom; gray sweatpants with a black stripe on the sides, and gray-colored shoes.
Additionally, after entering the railcar 7599, the defendant was depicted wearing what appeared to
be polarized sunglasses.

Photo 12 First District Officers aproached Trotman @09:27:52 hours.
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Detectives were able to trace the defendant’s movements and actions on CCTV footage
from the time he shot V-1 until officers arrived on the platform and determined that there was
probable cause that the defendant committed offenses in and around the Potomac Avenue Metro
Station. At no point was the defendant observed changing his clothes or his appearance from the
time he is observed on CCTV on the M6 bus until he is apprehended by police. The defendant
was subsequently transported to an area hospital, where he was positively identified via fingerprint
comparison as Isaiah Reginald TROTMAN, DOB 6/22/1991, PDID: 742459.

In addition to tracing the defendant’s whereabouts on CCTV footage, law enforcement
located and interviewed a witness, W-2. W-2 stated IT was present on the M6 bus where the initial
shooting took place and inside the Potomac Avenue Metro Station when V-2 was shot. W-2 stated
that the same person who shot the man on the bus (V-1) also shot the white male (V-2) on the
mezzanine level of the Potomac Avenue Metro Station. During the interview, W-2 was asked
about the appearance of the suspect. W-2 described the suspect as wearing a gray hoodie with a
black hat with black pants. W-2 said the suspect had dreadlocks and facial hair similar to a
detective that was present during ITS interview and that W-2 described as “peach fuzz.” It should
be noted that TROTMAN does not have dreads and was not wearing black pants.

During the on-scene investigation, detectives recovered a black handgun from the track
bed in the Potomac Avenue Metro Station, across the platform from railcar 7599. The handgun
that was recovered was a Taurus PT111 G2 9mm handgun, with serial number ABD526016. The
magazine of the handgun contained five (5) unfired rounds. There was one (1) round loaded in the
chamber. The handgun had a barrel length of less than twelve (12) inches, appeared capable to be
used with one hand, and designed to expel a projectile by means of an explosion.

A National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) Lead Notification report
revealed a presumptive investigative lead that the Taurus PT111 G2 9mm handgun with serial
number ABD526016 and the fired cartridge casings from the incidents involving V-1, V-2, and
the decedent may be consistent. Based on my training, expetience, and interaction with firearms
examiners, a NIBIN Lead is an unconfirmed, presumption potential association between two or
more pieces of firearms ballistic evidence based on a correlation review of digital images in the
NIBIN database. These potential associates are identified by either a firearms examiner or trained
NIBIN technician. There is a high probability that a microscopic comparison, by a firearms
examiner, will confirm the association between the firearms ballistic evidence. The NIBIN lead
in this investigation have not been confirmed as of this writing.

On January 19, 2023, the defendant was the subject of a welfare check at 1834 41 Place,
SE, Washington, DC. Police went to the defendant’s listed address and received no response.
Police then contacted the reporting person who requested the welfare check. The RP-1 confirmed
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that 1834 41 Place, SE, Washington, DC was the last known address him. According to the
reporting person (“RP-17), the defendant has a behavioral health disorder and is a patient in a
program that he attended three times a week. However, he had not attended the program since
January 10, 2023, and his attendance had been pretty sporadic. When the defendant last attended
on January 10, 2023, he appeared an hour late for his appointment. His behavior appeared strange
and he appeared not to be taking his medication. According to RP-1, a mental health professional
was concerned about his behavior because “he kept going back and forth,” or words to that effect,
with the professional. RP-1 reported that the defendant previously had a psychotic break during
which he was found wandering in the woods and he was pretty psychotic. RP-1 stated that the
defendant had not been responsive to calls and messages. RP-1 was concerned that he might have
had another psychotic break.

Conclusion

Based on the aforementioned facts and circumstances, witness interviews, victim interviews, and
review of available CCTV footage, detectives determined that probable cause exists for the
following offenses:

o TFirst Degree Murder while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-2101, -4502 for the
shooting death of decedent Robert Cunningham on the platform level of the Potomac
Avenue Metro Station.

o Assault with a Dangerous Weapon (Gun) while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-402,
for the shooting of V-1 aboard the M6 Metro bus.

o Kidnapping while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-2001, -4502 and Assault with a
Dangerous Weapon (Gun) while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-402, -4502, for the
kidnapping and shooting of V-2 on the mezzanine level of the Potomac Avenue Metro .
Station.

‘s Kidnapping while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-2001, -4502 and Assault with a
Dangerous Weapon (Gun) while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-402, for the
pointing of a handgun at V-3 on the platform level of the Potomac Avenue Metro Station.

o Kidnapping while Armed, in violation of D.C. Code §22-2001, -4502 and Assault with a
Dangerous Weapon (Gun), for the assault of V-4 and others within rail car 7599 and on the
platform level of the Potomac Avenue Metro Station.
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