
Dear Paint Branch High School Parent or Guardian,

We hope that you and your families are safe and well. This letter is to inform you that after review of
multiple key factors, Paint Branch High School will move to virtual learning for 10 calendar days. In
the interest of the overall school community’s health and safety, Paint Branch High School will begin a
period of quarantine learning beginning January 20, 2022 through January 30, 2022.

The key factors used to make this decision include:
● Positive COVID-19 case rates of students and staff (not an average)
● Student attendance rate (three-day average)
● Staff absences (three-day average)
● Number of bus routes unable to provide service in both morning and afternoon (three-day

average)
● Unfilled substitute requests (three-day average)
● Feedback from a multistakeholder group from the school community

To prepare for this change in operations, on January 20, 2022 teachers will have one day of
preparation and students will participate in remote asynchronous learning. Students should not
come to school on January 20, 2022.

Full virtual, teacher-led instruction will take place from January 21, 2022 through January 30, 2022.
Our goal is to return to in-person instruction on January 31, 2022.

Your school’s individual data is below as of 5 p.m. on Jan. 13:
School Unfilled

Substitute
Requests
(three-day
average)

Staff
Absences
(three-day
average)

Positive Case
Rates for
Students and
Staff (not an
average)

Unserved Bus
Routes
(three-day
average)

Student
Attendance
Rate
(three-day
average)

Paint Branch
High School

5.71% 16.38% 9.34% 9% 95.54%

The decision to move a school to virtual learning is made based on the following steps:
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1. All schools’ data is captured daily
2. On Monday and Wednesday of each week, all schools’ data points are averaged over the

previous three-day period
3. Schools that may need a transition to virtual learning are identified
4. A team then examines the information to ensure the safety and operational readiness of the

school.
5. A multistakeholder group from the school community participates in a meeting to view the

information and provide feedback on a recommendation for virtual learning.
6. MCPS leadership makes a final decision.

Below you will find important information to assist with a smooth transition into virtual learning.

School Day Schedule
The virtual school day will begin and end at the same time as in-person learning and the instructional
schedule will be very similar to the regular school day. There may be a few adjustments to the
amount of time spent in each class to allow for appropriate screen time breaks and lunch. Please see
the school schedule.

Please see current Paint Branch (Please note that we will review and make adjustments as
needed to ensure all students have enough time for lunch, and ample opportunities for breaks from
their screens)

Preparing for Virtual Instruction
To allow teachers one day to prepare for the virtual learning environment, virtual instruction will begin
on January 21, 2022. During this day of planning, we also encourage families to prepare by
reviewing the checklist below.

CHECKLIST: Getting Your Child Ready for Online Learning
Here are steps you can take to help get your child ready for a successful remote learning experience:

1. Technology & Access
a. Ensure your child has a working Chromebook, charger and access to the internet.
b. All MiFi devices that were distributed over the last 20 months are still with families. If

you are a new family to MCPS and need help with connectivity, please work with your
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8NmxgVVpepcnPqkVckqkQjr-xyWIs0D/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8NmxgVVpepcnPqkVckqkQjr-xyWIs0D/view


child’s school, who will submit a request for a mifi, pending availability. Families will be
notified via email when one is ready for pickup at the Sandburg distribution site.

c. Ensure you know your child’s login and password for the chromebook. It should be the
same as their myMCPS Classroom login and their MCPS Google account. Details,
instructions and answers to frequently asked questions about myMCPS Classroom can
be found here.

d. Practice logging in to myMCPS Classroom and Zoom.

2. Create an Optimal Work Environment
a. Please review the virtual schedule with your child to ensure they are familiar with slight

time adjustments to their classes.
b. Find a space in your home for your child to complete their work. It will be helpful if that

space has minimal distractions.
c. Students in elementary may have their Eureka Mathematics Workbooks. Please help

your child keep track of the workbook. They will need to bring the workbook back to
school in two weeks.

3. Understand How to Get Help
a. Please email Dr. Mirshah (afie_a_mirshah-nayar@mcpsmd.org) if you have any

questions. If you need assistance in another language, please call AskMCPS at
240-740-3000.

b. Keep your child’s teachers’ contact information handy.

4. Engage in Independent Learning Activities
During the one preparation day, you may wish to have your child engage in independent
learning using the MCPS Monthly Choice Board or Literacy Choice Board. These choice
boards include activities that engage students in learning across multiple content areas,
including technology, the arts, literacy, and world languages and students can participate
without teacher assistance.

Virtual Instruction
● All virtual instruction will be live (synchronous). Students will be instructed in all courses, every

day, during virtual instruction.
● Teachers will use the Zoom platform for instruction.
● Teachers will provide students with appropriate screen-time breaks.
● All teachers will use myMCPS Classroom (Canvas) as the platform for communicating the

class assignments, class resources, assessments and due dates.
● Homework assignments will be submitted through myMCPS Classroom (Canvas).
● Students who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or a 504 Plan will continue to

receive all services including related services.. Access to assistive technology will be available
as prescribed by the student’s IEP.

● English Learners who receive English Language Development services will receive instruction
in the virtual platform.
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScwdGmUqOnQJUe0cdT86xsVErNsjNr54wkPZPVCPAGA8o4mMw%2Fviewform&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aY2QVxmxv0OgPkBTkBehUfhcASkJKKoLwhJ5sktCVC4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/mymcps-classroom/
mailto:afie_a_mirshah-nayar@mcpsmd.org
https://bit.ly/mcpsmonthlychoiceboards
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F18AJvkJcmR6u3u9aj1oWqJuZPnobxnBeu00k9I9SS9yg%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CAngela_M_Stevenson%40mcpsmd.org%7C60544c2a337f4cab028308d9c5584488%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757805172661707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5BmbNexw3IYjZ8rDYCw1YzGvbAJxBHQnY8eGSvNL84Q%3D&reserved=0


Lunch Service
Families may come to the school one day a week (either Tuesday or Wednesday) to receive
7-Day Grab-n-Go Lunch Boxes.  We will share more information as final details are developed.

Resources

Item Information and Resources

Resources ● Zoom for Students
● Student Accounts and Access
● Parent/Guardian Accounts and Access
● Accessing myMCPS Classroom via Clever

Support ● Community Tech Support Portal
○ Search Knowledge Base (English and Spanish) for

troubleshooting guides, screencasts
○ Email communitytechsupport@mcpsmd.org

If you have questions, please contact your child’s counselor. Thank you for your support as we
navigate these challenging times. We are in this together!

Sincerely,
Dr. Mirshah
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2Fe%2F2PACX-1vSPr0ITC188Gwd2VUQYdQOa-j878m59EBozwry-Jj2na2aDDlMGu0I77bFRrRsQEjD4uwWiG-3GmmOk%2Fpub&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XeMNCoa6thNMJ7MpFqYHm5H7CcMbsEo9eDEtpRB%2FHa8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2Fe%2F2PACX-1vS3mN2oufzx_Zw2Os3AGopMebqxIOgL4Jm8UayWeKmzGbejW36wCGfpY1YgDokRcJG7Po11aT7UcJWe%2Fpub&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=i%2Bnkn%2F7K84HQuYkE58bBjX3WfO2CH4M%2B0i7ncLdhPhc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2Fe%2F2PACX-1vSxma__FZVv8UQajYzd9A7ikk28IXPpJwibsQyqPfIYzaSThQ9ZEIU4cnIyW3VvPRp6TdW0Q5CdNw7E%2Fpub&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Us2BJ%2BECrazjFeEsmjP6m56niGV9zrkxmP5vVKVbNxU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2Fe%2F2PACX-1vRZP8RphAlkQDTTXTWGs_J0XLJCekIlaO-TiZPItPexEXP_lPigJqouxDxwGXtgkupggIxIRGMZFEX3%2Fpub%3Fstart%3Dfalse%26loop%3Dfalse%26delayms%3D3000&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vcMnNubV5CbsP6rUneVRnxoL3sP6AwkzgFjvUIFBcwE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomery.service-now.com%2Fcsm&data=04%7C01%7CNiki_T_Hazel%40mcpsmd.org%7C08729f9184944f7607af08d9c4c0dfd6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637757155022334569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ByeNF3QAKAmu2noTm7njvjmPBIvU%2BTP4pAZT8yYvPUg%3D&reserved=0
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/paintbranchhs/counseling/#counselor_assignments

